The NIRF signal in whole dissected liver from rats euthanized at day-12 and day-18 was imaged with a preclinical fluorescence imager (LiCOR® Pearl Impulse from LI-COR Biosciences, Lincoln, NE). The NIR dye in the nanomedicine that has accumulated in labeled monocytes/ tissue macrophages fluoresces in the scanner and reveals biodistribution of the agent. Images in the fluorescent channel (785 nm excitation for 820 nm emission) and a white light channel are acquired and merged in the LiCOR Pearl Impulse Software (version 2.0) with linked look-up-tables (LUT) [1] . NIRF images were analyzed using Image Studio Lite Software (LI-COR Biosciences, Lincoln, NE) as previously described [1, 2] . Briefly, a region of interest (ROI) was selected over the liver organ and total fluorescence was measured.

